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The State Biology Museum 
named after K. A. Timiryazev was 
founded in 1922. Today we are the 
only public natural history museum in 
Moscow covering all biology topics. 
We have halls dedicated to botany, 
zoology, anatomy and physiology of 
animals, human and plants, evolution, 
anthropology, paleontology and 
ecology. From the very beginning the 
museum exposition was built as an 
illustration for the school textbooks on 
biology. Our museum is very popular 
among schoolchildren and family 
visitors because all the museum 
activities are connected to the school 
program.  
We have about 100 excursions and workshops on different biology topics for pupils of 
different ages. Almost every weekend family visitors could participate in special programs: 
festivals, workshops, lectures. In 2015 we did a sociological study of the museum’s audience 
which showed that our main audience considers our museum as a “children's” museum and the 
smallest group of visitors is young people (18-30 years old). However, for our museum today 
there is an acute question about expanding the audience and attracting new visitors among those 
residents and visitors who have never heard of our museum. So we realized that we should 
change our exhibition program and offer something new and unusual. 
One of the areas of our exhibition program was to hold art exhibitions, where we 
presented the classic works of animal painters. In 2014 we started to work with a group of 
contemporary Swedish artists (Carin Carlsson, Ulrika Christell, Tomas Lidén, Susanne Neuman, 
Malin Schønbeck, Gunilla Widholm, Elisabeth Ödmann and Jöran Österman). Every artist has 
his own point of view: poetic, descriptive or problematizing, whereas the common ground is a 
strong interest in nature, to use plants and animals as an artistic motive. In the exhibition 
"Formula of flower" where showed artists paintings together with our herbarium collections. So 
it was our first try to show our museum collections as a part of art exhibition.  
Then our collaboration with this group of artist transformed to the international exhibition 
project “Collection BIOMUS”. During the first visit in our museum they were so inspired by the 
museum building, atmosphere of classical natural history exhibition and our manifold collection 
so they decided to create the series of art exhibitions where they will show their new works 
dedicated to the museum collection. Every work they presented in this exhibition should become 
the reflection of their vision of what is the Biological museum, its mission and challenges, 
alteration and permanence. So the idea of exhibitions were to allow visitors to look at the 
museum as a place where you cannot just know something new about biology or to remember 
what you have taught in biology lessons but to the place which can provide answers to more 
complex questions: about life and death, the role of man on this planet, on what you are and what 
we will be, or even place of pure emotional experience. And we hope that this project will help 
us to attract new audience – the young people. 
The first exhibition “Collection BIOMUS/Fantasies on the theme of the museum” was 
presented in 2015. At these exhibition artworks and their prototypes – our museum items which 
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became a source of inspiration for the creation of art 
objects - were presented. This exhibition was included in 
the special program of the 6th Moscow Biennale of 
Contemporary Art. The artworks were made in different 
techniques with different material and every work was 
unique and inimitable. But every work has been a 
reflection on our museum collection, it was kind of "soul" 
of our items. The whole exhibition was a great job of 
artists on rethinking on our museum. 
In addition, as part of the exhibition, special 
educational programs for children and adults were held: 
workshops with artists, lectures about modern art, a family 
festival "The Day of the Swedish Book". Besides we did 
an expert round table "Modern Art in a Natural Science 
Museum" where we discussed with gallery and museum 
curators of natural science museums and modern artists 
could work together, if they any future of such 
collaborations. This project not only allowed us to attract 
new audiences, but also caused a wide resonance in the media, including among foreign 
publications.  
The next exhibition of this project was implemented in 2017. It was video art exhibition 
“Your birches, our birches”. This time the exhibition did not occupy a separate exhibition halls, 
all the video were installed on monitors located in the halls of the permanent exhibition. In their 
works the artists tried to rethink the cultures of the two countries - Russia and Sweden - through 
the perception of nature. Here you could see a videos about garden flowers look like exotic trees; 
a ballet of shadows on the seashore and a vision on study of the flora and fauna of an old 
European park. For the first time, an exhibition project was introduced into the permanent 
exhibition space, which was very difficult for both artists and hall curators. However, video art 
works were very fit into the space of the museum organically, so this exhibition caused delight 
both among the visitors and the museum staff. The unusual subject and presentation of the 
project allowed the exhibition to enter into a parallel program of the 7th Moscow Biennale of 
Contemporary Art. 
In 2018, the third exhibition of the project 
“Collection BIOMUS / About Life, Death and 
Trees” was presented. In this exhibition the 
artists were trying to discuss with the visitors 
philosophical aspects of nature such as life and 
death and their transformation through the prism 
of natural phenomena and laws. The main 
exhibit of the exhibition was the work of Karin 
Karlsson "Nude". It shows the anatomical 
exhibit of the museum - one of the stages of the 
development of the human fetus. The artist was 
struck by the position of the fetus: one hand 
under the ear and the other is located as if he is 
trying to cover his eyes. On the Karin' artwork 
we see the same exhibit on bright green canvas - 
the impression is that this is a person who tries 
to hide from what surrounds him: sounds, views, 
information ...  
This project was a real revelation for 
museum visitors, as it affected the deepest experiences and provokes a variety of emotions. As 
part of the exhibition, a large educational program “Summer under the Lindens” was 
implemented in the museum, where lectures by scientists, workshops of artists, herbarium 
classes, holidays for the whole family, author tours, etc. were held.  
In the “Collection BIOMUS" artists created their works only as a reflection on museum 
collection, so we implemented them in separate exhibition halls,  only video art works we 
decided to locate in the permanent exhibition. But modern art is plastic and has incredible 
flexibility so we decided that it could became a part of our permanent exhibition. Last year we 
decided to make an experimental exhibition with modern artist Ilya Fedotov-Fedorov. The result 
of this experience we showed in the project “Collection of the pink book No. 2”, which became a 
great sensation for the museum and caused a stir from the first days of its work.  
This exhibition project is a rare experiment with implementation of art objects directly 
into the main exposition of the Museum. There were hidden installations, sculptural objects, 
collages created by Fedotov-Fedorov in the exhibition space. Strange creatures inhabiting 
the isolated world of the artist entered into dialogue with natural science objects. Everyone who 
comes to the exhibition was involved in the search — they needed to find artist’s interventions to 
permanent exhibition displays. 
The pink book, according to the 
artist, is an image of the “not yet 
happen” red book. It includes natural 
objects artist is trying to save, believing 
that all of them will sooner or later 
disappear. Ilya Fedotov-Fedorov looks at 
natural objects and rethinks them. 
Natural elements, brought by the will of 
the artist to the status of works of art, 
highlight the amazing subtlety and 
fragility of this world. The artist created 
about 100 artworks and each work was 
created for the special location in the 
permanent exhibition. At the exhibition 
one could see not only the way the artist 
perceives the museum collection in his 
own way, but also his vision of the role 
of the museum in preserving the natural 
heritage. 
For the museum, this project was 
incredibly difficult, as it demanded a 
very clear and well-thought-out 
commutation between the exhibition 
curator, artist and hall curators. As a 
result, this project helped not only 
visitors to take a fresh look at the classical exposition of the museum, but also to staff to rethink 
and reformat the perception of already familiar halls. 
This exhibition for the museum was a real breakthrough. First, the number of young 
people in the museum has increased. Secondly, the collaborations with contemporary artists 
allow us to form popular exhibitions that are widely covered in various media. As it turned out, 
the most unexpected effect of such projects is that the museum staff, who having seen the works 
of artists, begin to look at our exposition in a new way. So they started to create the museum 
programs for our usual audience with completely new accents. Our classic exposition acquires 
new meanings and interpretations that help us to tell visitors difficult stories about life, nature 
laws and human being role on our planet.  
